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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-18 liave been examined. 09/823.237 (METHOD AND APPARATUS 
FOR MANAGING PURCHASE POINTS) has a filing date 03/30/2001 and foreign 
priority date 09/22/00. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Storey 
(U.S. 5.774.870). 

As per claim 1 . Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus, comprising: 

a point table which records per user a total value of points which a user earns by 
purchasing merchandise (see column 5, lines 57-67); 

a merchandise table which describes relationship between the merchandise and 
a point earned as a result of purchase thereof (see column 5, lines 55-67); 

an exchange table which describes relationship between the point and a prize 
offered to the user according to the point earned (see column 8, lines 22-60); and 

a merchandise recommending unit which presents to the user a merchandise 
candidate to be purchased so as to acquire a predetermined prize (see column 8, lines 
22-60). 
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As per claim 2, Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited in Claim 1, further comprising a 
candidate table which stores data on the merchandise candidate, wherein said 
candidate table stores, in addition to said data, data on a plurality of merchandise in 
combination which are suggested to be purchased to acquire the predetermined prize 
(see column 5, line 56 - column 6, line 2; column 8, lines 22-60). 

As per claim 3, Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited in Claim 2, wherein said 
merchandise recommending unit combines the merchandise to be purchased and a 
purchasing timing thereof by referring to said merchandise table so as to define a 
purchasing model, and presents the purchasing model to the user (see column 8, lines 
20-60). 

As per claim 4, Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited in Claim 3, further comprising a 
user data table which stores individual data on the user, wherein said merchandise 
recommending unit presents to the user a purchasing model suitable for the user by 
extracting the purchasing model from said candidate table based on the individual data 
(see column 8, lines 20-60). 

As per claim 5, Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited, in Claim 1, further comprising a 
first point transfer unit which transfers points in whole or in part earned by the user to 
another user (see column 7, lines 10-30). 
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As per claim 6, Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited in Claim 2, further comprising a 
first point transfer unit which transfers points in whole or in part earned by the user to 
another user (see column 7, lines 10-30). 

As per claim 7, Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited in Claim 3, further comprising a 
first point transfer unit which transfers points in whole or in part earned by the user to 
another user (see column 7, lines 10-30). 

As per claim 8, Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited in Claim 4, further comprising a 
first point transfer unit which transfers points in whole or in part earned by the user to 
another user (see column 7, lines 10-30). 

As per claim 9, Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited in Claim 1, further comprising a 
second point transfer unit which transfers points earned by a single user between points 
earned under other point managing system and those earned in said purchase point 
managing apparatus (see column 4, lines 16-35). 

As per claim 10, Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited in Claim 2, further comprising a 
second point transfer unit which transfers points earned by a single user between points 
earned under other point managing system and those earned in said purchase point 
managing apparatus (see column 4, lines 16-35). 
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As per claim 1 1 , Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited in Claim 3, further comprising a 
second point transfer unit which transfers points earned by a single user between points 
earned under other point managing system and those earned In said purchase point 
managing apparatus (see column 4, lines 16-35). 

As per claim 12, Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited in Claim 4, further comprising a 
second point transfer unit which transfers points earned by a single user between points 
earned under other point managing system and those earned In said purchase point 
managing apparatus (see column 4, lines 16-60). 

As per claim 1 3, Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited In Claim 1, wherein said point 
table is updated whenever a point is transferred to or from other point managing system 
(see column 5, lines 50-67). 

As per claim 14, Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited in Claim 9, wherein said second 
point transfer unit presents, in a user selectable manner, to the user other point 
managing system to and from which a point Is transferable (see column 7, lines 10-30). 

As per claim 1 5, Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited in Claim 1, further comprising a 
history notifying unit which manages a purchase history of the user in the past and 
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classifies merchandise purchased by the user based on a predetermined criterion so as 
to be notified to the user (see column 4, lines 16-32). 
As per claim 16, Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited in Claim 1, further comprising a 
prize presenting unit which presents the prize exchanged for the points, via on-line or 
off-line, wherein said prize presenting unit indicates in advance a single prize or a 
plurality of prizes in combination exchangeable for the points (see column 5, lines 57- 
67; column 8, lines 10-60). 

As per claim 17, Storey teaches: 

A purchase point managing apparatus as recited in Claim 1, wherein the 
apparatus is provided either in a world wide web (WWW) server or external thereto 
independently (see column 1, lines 10-17). 

As per claim 18, Storey teaches: 

A method of managing a purchase point, comphsing: recording per user a total 
value of points which a user earns by purchasing merchandise (see column 5, lines 10- 
57); 

selecting a merchandise candidate which is recommended to purchased In order 
to acquire a predetermined prize, by comparing relationship between the merchandise, 
a point earned as a result of purchase of the merchandise, and a prize offered to the 
user according to the point earned; to the total value of points; and presenting the 
merchandise candidate selected to the user (see column 5, line 57 - column 6, line 2; 
column 8, lines 10-60). 
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Conclusion 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

• Postrel teaches a system for operating a reward points accumulation and 
redemption program. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 703-306- 
5933. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ERIC W STAMBER can be reached on 703-305-8469. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. - 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Daniel Lastra 
September 2, 2004 





